
CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS CALL FOR EU-LIBYA MIGRATION FUNDING 

FREEZE AS MASS GRAVES DISCOVERED 

The recent discovery of dozens of bodies, believed to be people migrating, in 

mass graves in Jakharrah and the Alkufra desert in Libya is shocking and 

horrific.  

Our thoughts are with the families of the victims, and with all those who have 

loved ones missing in similar circumstances, whose situation is often worsened 

by a lack of access to procedures for reporting, identifying and accessing 

information about missing people.  

In Libya the torture and killing of migrants in detention, their abandonment at 

sea or in the desert; being held in conditions akin to slavery; being subject to 

starvation and other serious human rights violations have been documented 

extensively by the UN’s Independent Fact Finding Mission on Libya and other 

bodies. 

It is clear that European Union migration funding to Libya, as well as migration 

funding to Libya from EU member states including Italy and France, has not 

delivered on its promise to improve conditions for people seeking safety.  

A decade on from the Mediterranean’s deadliest shipwreck off the Libyan 

coast, refugees in Libya remain subject to conditions that no human being 

should endure.  

Often, these conditions are imposed by forces which received European 

public funds and support. 

The European Commission reportedly took steps recently to review its funding 

arrangements with Tunisia after revelations of abuses carried out by security 

forces there. 

In the wake of these new discoveries, and following last year’s European 

court of auditors finding that the EU’s Libya funding fails to address human 

rights risks, the EU should follow suit in Libya.  

Funding should instead be used to save lives and to provide alternatives to 

dangerous journeys by ensuring safe routes for people to escape Libya. 

 

ASGI - Association for Juridical Studies on Immigration 

Borderline-europe - Human Rights without borders e.V: 

Border Violence Monitoring Network 

CCFD-Terre Solidaire 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-deeply-alarmed-mass-graves-found-libya-urges-action
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/03/libya-migrants-tripoli-refugees-detention-camps
https://www.glanlaw.org/single-post/2018/05/08/legal-action-against-italy-over-its-coordination-of-libyan-coast-guard-pull-backs-resulti
https://www.glanlaw.org/single-post/2018/05/08/legal-action-against-italy-over-its-coordination-of-libyan-coast-guard-pull-backs-resulti
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/desert-dumps/
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-learns-slave-market-conditions-endangering-migrants-north-africa
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/libya/index
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/04/19/eu-mediterranean-deaths-warrant-crisis-response
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/jan/24/eu-human-rights-tunisia-migrant-security-forces-migration
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/sep/25/eu-fund-to-stem-migration-africa-europe-risks-european-court-of-auditors


Community Rights in Greece 

Egyptian Human Rights Forum (EHRF) 

EgyptWide for Human Rights 

European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR) 

European Network Against Racism (ENAR) 

EuroMed Rights 

Greek Council for Refugees (GCR) 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Europe 

KISA - Action for Equality, Support, Antiracism 

La Cimade  

MALDUSA Project 

Mediterranea Saving Humans 

MISSION LIFELINE International e.V. 

MV Louise Michel  

Refugees in Libya  

Refugees Platform Egypt (RPE) 

Sea-Eye e. V. 

Sea Punks e.V. 

Sea-Watch 

SOS Humanity e.V. 

Statewatch 

Transnational Institute 

The Tunisian Forum for Social and Economic Rights FTDES 

Watch the Med - AlarmPhone 

Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR) 


